
NATIONAL DAY
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

National Day 2019 is extra special. We not only 
celebrate 54 years of independence; we also 
commemorate Singapore’s Bicentennial. In addition, 
we mark 50 years since NTUC’s Modernization 
Seminar, when we moved away from a confrontational 
approach to a cooperative one. This paved the way for 
our unique model of tripartism, which underpins 
Singapore’s economic and social progress, with our 
Labour Movement playing a key role in nation-building. 

Global uncertainties and technologies are disrupting 
and transforming businesses and jobs. I understand 
your anxieties and concerns. While strong tripartite 
cooperation and fundamentals have put us in good 
stead, all of us must play our part to overcome 
challenges and seize new opportunities. We must not 
leave things to chance. 

Employers must transform and adapt to changes in the 
global and regional environment to pursue Industry 4.0 
standards for their businesses. At the same time, 
employers must invest in their workforce and their 
training so that businesses can transform most 
expeditiously to seize the competitive edge. 
When businesses do well, ensure that gains are 
shared with our workers. 

Workers, on our part, must embrace change and 
lifelong learning. Instead of viewing technological 
changes with fear, you must take the first step to be 
prepared for new jobs, stay relevant with new skills 
and be resilient by adapting to new ways of working 
and learning. As we say, “Train up to keep up, skill up 
to move up”. For a start, you can utilise SkillsFuture 
credits to learn more about the digital economy. 

Additionally, if you are an NTUC union member, you 
can tap on your $250 UTAP (Union Training 
Assistance Programme) yearly credits to defray the 
cost of training. 

The Government will continue to partner the Labour 
Movement in our efforts to support workers. But 
crucially, it is our workers who must be at the heart of 
policy-making so that when Singapore succeeds, 
Singaporeans can share in that success. 

Looking ahead, while there will always be challenges, 
the Labour Movement will stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
with our workers and tripartite partners. We will have 
to reinvent ourselves in our core capabilities, our 
membership base, and our social enterprises to stay 
representative and relevant to our workers. Together, 
we will stay resilient and build an even better 
Singapore in the years to come.

The Labour Movement stands ready to help our 
workers tackle the challenges that lie ahead. Just as 
we have weathered the crises in 1997, 2001, and 
2008 – we will do so again if the economy takes a 
downturn. Workers have put their trust in us, and we 
will continue to put them at the heart of everything we 
do because every worker matters.

Wishing all a happy and meaningful National Day! 

Ng Chee Meng
Secretary-General 


