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The sobering experience of his father’s battle with cancer, the struggle with decision-making during 
the final moments of his father’s life and the financial burden from medical fees proved the 
importance of making a Lasting Power of Attorney and a will. This personal story was shared with 
more than 80 attendees by the CEO of Fortis Law Corporation, Patrick Tan, at the LPA & Wills 
workshop held at AUPE on 29 Mar.  
 
Lasting Power of Attorney  
A Lasting Power of Attorney, or LPA, is a legal document allowing an individual 21 years old and 
above (“donor”) to appoint one or more persons (“donee(s)”) to make decisions and act on his 
behalf if he should lose mental capacity one day. The appointed person(s) should be reliable, 
competent and capable of making sound decisions as he/she will be given the power to decide on 
the donor’s personal welfare and property matters. The LPA also alleviates the stress and difficulties 
faced by loved ones should the donor lose mental capacity.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Will 
A person (“testator”) makes a will to provide for the administration and distribution of what he owns 
(“estate”) among his beneficiaries after his death. Beneficiaries are those who inherit or benefit 
under the will. When making a will, the testator can nominate an executor to administer and 
distribute his estate upon his death. If a person passes away without making a will, his assets will be 
distributed according to the rules of intestacy as laid down in the Intestate Succession Act, which 
also means he has no say over who his beneficiaries are. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Why we should make a will or LPA now 
Many feel that making an LPA or a will can wait till tomorrow. However, very often, tomorrow 
swings by and we realise we haven’t done anything. The inaction could lead to dire consequences as 
we cannot predict when someone close will leave us or lose mental capacity. In many cases, families 
argue endlessly over matters where decisions need to be made. The bickering could get more 
intense and things could end up in court, draining financial resources over a long period of time. 
Moreover, the relationship gets severely damaged, causing lots of pain and suffering. In the end, 
nobody wins.  
 
The real-life stories Patrick Tan shared and Benjamin Franklin’s famous quote “By failing to prepare, 
you are preparing to fail” remind us of the transience of life and the importance of getting our affairs 
in order before it’s too late.  
 
Julie Lim, a committee member of Singapore Sports Council Branch who attended the workshop, 
was quite impressed with the content and manner the speaker presented the topics. “The real-life 
stories shared were sad, even poignant, but also a wake-up call. It is indeed important to make a will 
and appoint an LPA. This workshop is a must for everyone.”  
 
For more details on making a will or LPA, visit www.fortislaw.com.sg.  
 

http://www.fortislaw.com.sg/

